Date: Sun,  2 May 93 16:05:46 PDT
From: Info-Hams Mailing List and Newsgroup <info-hams@ucsd.edu>
Errors-To: Info-Hams-Errors@UCSD.Edu
Reply-To: Info-Hams@UCSD.Edu
Precedence: Bulk
Subject: Info-Hams Digest V93 #528
To: Info-Hams


Info-Hams Digest            Sun,  2 May 93       Volume 93 : Issue  528

Today's Topics:
                          ANS-121 BULLETINS
                         FT209RH mods WANTED!
                  How do Luminescent Displays Work?
     Looking for ANTENNA for SONY ICS 2001-D Longwave AMFM Radio
                        Looking for non-nicad!
                      MODS.. What is the FTP id
                   NEW HAMS/NO-CODES to the RESCUE
                     PL tones Alpha designations?
                        R2 DC rcvr kit catalog
             Sueing Jammers (Was: Re: "Busting" Jammers)
                      W2A receiver modification
                       Weather Service spotter?

Send Replies or notes for publication to: <Info-Hams@UCSD.Edu>
Send subscription requests to: <Info-Hams-REQUEST@UCSD.Edu>
Problems you can't solve otherwise to brian@ucsd.edu.

Archives of past issues of the Info-Hams Digest are available 
(by FTP only) from UCSD.Edu in directory "mailarchives/info-hams".

We trust that readers are intelligent enough to realize that all text
herein consists of personal comments and does not represent the official
policies or positions of any party.  Your mileage may vary.  So there.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 May 93 22:15:16 GMT
From: news-mail-gateway@ucsd.edu
Subject: ANS-121 BULLETINS
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

SB SAT @ AMSAT   $ANS-121.01
ARSENE LAUNCH RESCHEDULED

HR AMSAT NEWS SERVICE BULLETIN 121.01 FROM AMSAT HQ
SILVER SPRING, MD MAY 1, 1993
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT
BID: $ANS-121.01

ASTRA-1C Antenna Repaired And ARSENE Launch Scheduled For 11-MAY-93

According to the latest information received from Bernard Pidoux (F6BVP),
the launch of the ARSENE amateur radio satellite has now been scheduled for
11-MAY-93 with the launch window opening at 00:52 UTC and closing at 01:50
UTC.  At the present times discussions are underway to have WA3NAN
re-broadcast the launch audio.  However, this has not been confirmed yet.
Please stay tuned to AMSAT HF/VHF nets and the AMSAT News Service (ANS)
bulletins for further information on the launch of ARSENE satellite.

[The ANS would like to thank Bernard Pidoux (F6BVP), Vice President for
International Public Relations for the "Amateur Radio Club of Space (RACE)"
for the information which went into this bulletin item.]

/EX
SB SAT @ AMSAT   $ANS-121.02
STS-55 MISSION PROCEEDING WELL

HR AMSAT NEWS SERVICE BULLETIN 121.02 FROM AMSAT HQ
SILVER SPRING, MD MAY 1, 1993
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT
BID: $ANS-121.02

STS-55/SAREX Mission Proceeding Well; SAREX PACKET ROBOT IN OPERATION

The Shuttle Columbia lifted-off this past week with seven astronauts that
included 5 licensed radio amateurs aboard along with the Shuttle Amateur
Radio Experiment (SAREX).  The Shuttle Columbia made a "picture-perfect"
lifted-off on 26-APR-93 at 14:50 UTC on its 8 day and 22 hour science
mission.  This mission will utilize a SAREX payload configuration with 2M
voice and packet combination.  According to Frank Bauer (KA3HDO), the crew of
STS-55 has been given permission to turn on the packet radio "robot" for
continuous operations at this point in the STS-55 mission.  The following
are the uplink and downlink frequencies for the packet station that will
use the station call of W5RRR-1:

Downlink:  145.550 MHz
Uplink:    144.499 MHz

Please listen on the downlink frequency for Shuttle packet activity BEFORE
sending uplink packets.

The following are the latest keplerian elements for the STS-55/SAREX
mission:

STS-55
1 22640U 93 27  A 93120.62020368 0.00044855  00000-0  12708-3 0   131
2 22640  28.4606 239.1107 0011268 287.1577  72.7801 15.91747408   652

 Satellite: STS-55
 Catalog number: 22640
 Epoch time:      93120.62020368         (01-MAY-93 14:53:05.60 UTC)
 Element set:     GSFC-013
 Inclination:       28.4606 deg
 RA of node:       239.1107 deg          Space Shuttle Flight STS-55
 Eccentricity:    0.0011268                  Keplerian Elements
 Arg of perigee:   287.1577 deg
 Mean anomaly:      72.7801 deg
 Mean motion:   15.91747408 rev/day       Semi-major Axis: 6675.5251 Km
 Decay rate:     4.4485E-04 rev/day^2     Apogee  Alt:        304.66 Km
 Epoch rev:              65               Perigee Alt:        289.62 Km

The 2M FM voice downlink for the SAREX station is on 145.550 MHz.  The
following table lists the 2M FM voice uplinks:

Uplinks are:    Voice
Europe          144.80
                144.75
                144.70

Rest of World   144.99
                144.97
                144.95
                144.93
                144.91

For those who have been monitoring the Shuttle voice communications from
WA3NAN will note that there is a possibility that the STS-55 mission could
be extended another day.  Please monitor WA3NAN's shuttle "re-broadcasts,"
the AMSAT HF/VHF nets, and ARRL bulletins for announcements concerning a
one day extension of the mission.

[The AMSAT News Service (ANS) would like to thank Frank Bauer (KA3HDO) of
the SAREX Working Group for this bulletin item.]

/EX
SB SAT @ AMSAT   $ANS-121.03
AMSAT OPS NET SCHEDULE

HR AMSAT NEWS SERVICE BULLETIN 121.03 FROM AMSAT HQ
SILVER SPRING, MD MAY 1, 1993
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT
BID: $ANS-121.03

AMSAT Operations Net Schedule

AMSAT Operations Nets are planned for the following times.  Mode B Nets
are conducted on AO-13 on a downlink frequency of 145.950 MHz and Mode J/L
on a downlink of 435.970 MHz.

 Date           UTC    Mode     Phs     NCS     Alt NCS

 9-May-93       0030   B        65      W5IU    WA5ZIB
15-May-93       2030   B       148      WJ9F    VE2LVC
23-May-93       0030   B       156      VE2LVC  W9ODI

Any stations with information on current events would be most welcome.
Also, those interested in discussing technical issues or who have questions
about any particular aspect of OSCAR statellite operations are encouraged
to join the OPS Nets.  In the unlikely event that either the Net Control
Station (NCS) or the alternate do not call on frequency, any participant is
invited to act as the NCS.

**************************************

Slow Scan Television on AO-13

SSTV sessions will be held on Saturdays and Sundays UTC:

         Mode J          Downlink 435.980 MHz
         Mode B after J  Downlink 145.960 MHz

OPS NETS will take priority, look for SSTV activity immediately after the
net.  SSTVer's are invited to join the Net to make schedules at other
times if desired.

/EX
SB SAT @ AMSAT   $ANS-121.04
PHASE-3D MODE-B DISCUSSION

HR AMSAT NEWS SERVICE BULLETIN 121.04 FROM AMSAT HQ
SILVER SPRING, MD MAY 1, 1993
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT
BID: $ANS-121.04

AMSAT-NA President Clarifies Phase-3D Mode-B Issue

Bill Tynan (W3XO), AMSAT-NA President, reports that a 2M downlink trans-
mitter remains in the suite of equipment planed for the Phase-3D satellite
However, a group or individual willing and qualified to design and build a
suitable transmitter has yet to be identified.

Recent reports, including an 24-APR-93 AMSAT News Service (ANS) bulletin item
quoted Freddie de Guchteneire (ON6UG), the IARU Satellite Frequency Coordinator,
reporting on the a meeting recently held in Munich, in which no mention was
made of 2M downlink frequencies.  In the Phase-3D architecture, involving
separate receivers and transmitters rather than dedicated transponders, a
70CM receiver connected through the IF matrix to a 2M transmitter would
form the equivalent of what we know as Mode-B on Oscars 10 and 13.

Despite these reports, ANS has since learned that the International
Phase 3-D Development Team has made no official decision to eliminate the
2M downlink from the satellite.  According to Tynan, "what was covered at
the Munich meeting represented technical discussions regarding equipment
for which specific responsibilities had been assigned.  Since a specific
builder for a 2M transmitter has not yet be identified, there was thus no
2M frequencies were mentioned."

"The rest of the story", says Tynan, "is that due to the  extreme over-
crowding and interference on the 2M band, especially in highly populated
parts of the world such as Europe and the Far East, there is less interest
in a Mode-B style frequency combination by amateurs in those areas than is
true in the U.S. and less populated areas."  Bill goes on to note that,
"for this reason, design, construction and testing of a 2M downlink
transmitter for Phase-3D has been the responsibility of those of us in
North America for some time."

He continued, saying that "a slot in the IF matrix for a 2M transmitter
remains and high gain 2M antennas are being designed and tested on an
antenna range."

However, Bill stresses that, "no individual or group has yet stepped
forward, either from North America, or elsewhere, with a firm commitment to
take on the task of designing, fabricating and testing a 2M transmitter
capable of flying on Phase-3D."  Nevertheless, he continues, "we continue
to seek a qualified builder.  Several attractive prospects presented
themselves at the recently completed Dayton Hamvention.  The Phase 3D
Design Team is in the process of establishing appropriate criteria for
evaluating the capability and commitment of any potential 2M construction
groups or individuals."  Bill emphasized, however, that, "flight hardware
is needed in 600 days so, unless a suitable group or individual can be
identified within the next few weeks, there will not be a 2M downlink in
Phase-3D.  It's pretty hard to have a downlink, if you don't have a
transmitter" he commented.

"The ball is clearly in our court to produce", said Tynan. "I remain
optimistic that a qualified builder will step forward in time to insure one
of our most popular modes will be available on the new satellite."  Tynan
concluded his remarks by saying that "he is ready and eager to listen to
any group or individual, with solid state VHF RF design experience willing
to take on this rather demanding task.  But time is fast running out", he
added.

[The AMSAT News Service (ANS) would like to thank Keith Baker (KB1SF) of
the Phase-3D Development Team for the information that went into this
bulletin item.]

/EX
SB SAT @ AMSAT   $ANS-121.05
WEEKLY OSCAR STATUS REPORTS

HR AMSAT NEWS SERVICE BULLETIN 121.05 FROM AMSAT HQ
SILVER SPRING, MD MAY 1, 1993
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT
BID: $ANS-121.05

Weekly OSCAR Status Reports: 01-MAY-93

AO-10: AMSAT-OSCAR-10 is still operational in Mode-B.  The telemetry beacon
is now a long steady tone.  However, despite good signals from the Mode-B
transponder, there are very few stations using the transponder. [WD4AHZ]

AO-21: The Dual-Hop (DoHop) experiments are planned from AO-21 through the
RS-10 bird on 16-MAY-93 beginning at 16:22:12 UTC and closing at 16:27:32 UTC.
Stations wishing to participate should uplink on CW or Lower Side Band (LSB)
on AO-21 between 435.100 and 435.110 MHz and call "CQ DoHop de" your call sign.
If you are not taking part in the DoHop experiments, you are asked to monitor
the RS-10 signals on Mode-A.  Signal reports will be appreciated.  In your
signal reports, please note the time in UTC, frequency, and the location of
the station heard.  Please send your reports to W2RS @ WA2SNA.#NJ.USA.NA or
to G0NKA @ GB7DTX.GBR.EU.  [G0NKA]

FO-20: The FO-20 Ground Control Station, JJ1ZUT, announced that FO-20's
operational schedule during the month of May will be as follows:

    Analog Mode Operation(in UTC):
    May 12  11:52 <---> May 13 10:20
    May 19  10:20 <---> May 20 10:40
    May 26  10:50 <---> May 27 11:08

At all other times, the Mode-J Bulletin Board System (BBS) will be in
operation.  [JJ1WTK/3]

AO-16:  Operating normally. [WH6I]

LO-19: Operating normally. [WH6I]

UO-22:  Operating normally. [WH6I]

KO-23: Operating normally.  Lots of new earth images. [WH6I]

AO-13: Transponder Change and attitude adjustment:
M QST *** AO-13 TRANSPONDER SCHEDULE *** 1993 May 10 - May 31
Mode-B  : MA   0 to MA 180 !
Mode-S  : MA 180 to MA 190 !<- S transponder; B Transponder. is OFF!
Mode-LS : MA 190 to MA 195 !<- S beacon + L Transponder      
Mode-JL : MA 195 to MA 210 !        Blon/Blat 210/0
Mode-B  : MA 210 to MA 256 !
Omnis   : MA 250 to MA  60 !  Move to attitude 120/0, May 31
Please don't uplink to Mode-B, MA 180-190, as this interferes with Mode-S. 
[G3RUH/DB2OS/VK5AGR]

RS-12: G3IOR reports MANY fantastic "sub-horizon" DX contacts he has made
between his QTH and JA stations, W4's, W6's, and UA stations.  RS-12 is in
Mode-K  which means its uplink is in the 15M band and the downlink is in
the 10M band.  [G3IOR]

MIR: G3IOR reports that the DL2MDE "digital-microphone" was in operation this
week transmitting a message of "greetings" to the STS-55 astronauts on a 
downlink frequency of 145.550 MHz.  G3IOR says expect to hear the voice 
message once every 3 minutes.  [G3IOR]

The AMSAT NEWS Service (ANS) is looking for volunteers to contribute weekly
OSCAR status reports.  If you have a favorite OSCAR which you work on a
regular basis and would like to contribute to this bulletin, please send
your observations to WD0HHU at his CompuServe address of 70524,2272, on
INTERNET at wd0hhu@amsat.org, or to his local packet BBS in the Denver, CO
area, WD0HHU @ W0LJF.#NECO.CO.USA.NOAM.  Also, if you find that the current
set of orbital elements are not generating the correct AOS/LOS times at
your QTH, PLEASE INCLUDE THAT INFORMATION AS WELL.  The information you
provide will be of value to all OSCAR enthusiasts.

/EX
SB SAT @ AMSAT   $ANS-121.06
MORE ARSENE INFORMATION        

HR AMSAT NEWS SERVICE BULLETIN 121.06 FROM AMSAT HQ
SILVER SPRING, MD MAY 1, 1993
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT
BID: $ANS-121.06

More ARSENE Satellite Information In Preparation For The 11-MAY-93 Launch

The French Amateur Radio satellite Arsene is now scheduled for launch from
Kourou French Guiana at 00:52 UTC 11-MAY-93.  Following the launch, five to six
days will be necessary to check out the new satellite before releasing it
for general amateur use.  Everyone is asked to please refrain from transmitting
to Arsene prior to its release so that the control team has certified it open
for use.  

Information previously received by AMSAT-NA provides the following glimpse
into what we may expect from ARSENE.

ARSENE will be in a very interesting, somewhat elliptical equatorial orbit
with an apogee of 36,055 KM and a perigee of 19,629 KM.  For those who would
like to see what coverage of the new satellite will be like, here is a
representative set of orbital elements.  They will not provide specific times
of AOS and LOS, but will illustrate coverage and length of access times.

Epoch Time               92 366.00000
Epoch Rev                1
Mean Anomaly             0.0000000
Mean Motion              1.37143000
Inclination              0
Eccentricity             0.240000
Argument of Perigee      0.000000
R.A.A.N.                 0.000000

ARSENE will be primarily a digital satellite but will not contain a BBS. It
will, however, be an orbiting digipeater, utilizing standard 1200 baud AFSK
on both uplinks and downlinks.  Although, it is primarily intended for
digital operation, it is understood that some analog work may be possible
through the 16 KHz wide Mode-S Band downlink. 

Frequencies will be:

Uplinks:   435.050, 435.100 and 435.150 MHz 
Downlinks: 145.975 and 2446.500 MHz

The 435.050 MHz and 435.150 MHz uplinks will be coupled to the 145.975 MHz
downlink, while the 435.100 uplink will be pared with the 2446.500 MHz S
Band downlink.

[The ANS would like to thank Bernard Pidoux (F6BVP), Vice President for
International Public Relations for the "Amateur Radio Club of Space (RACE)"
for the information which went into this bulletin item.]

/EX

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 2 May 1993 22:00:04 GMT
From: usc!howland.reston.ans.net!ux1.cso.uiuc.edu!newsrelay.iastate.edu!news.iastate.edu!tarjan@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: FT209RH mods WANTED!
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

I need all the mods you can give me for the 209RH.. 

Thanks alot!

(email me! tarjan@iastate.edu)
-- 
-----BEGIN PGP PUBLIC KEY BLOCK-----
Version: 2.1

mQCNAiuSvfsAAAEEANedvpkX74z4wwGW9flMl0bhLHL6UNbO8mpH0qlUIxaKsfYt

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 93 21:40:28 GMT
From: usc!cs.utexas.edu!uwm.edu!ogicse!netnews.nwnet.net!saturn.wwc.edu!saturn.wwc.edu!frohro@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: How do Luminescent Displays Work?
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

It appears that I have clumsily blown the luminescent display in our club
station's Icom IC-720 when I tried to cram all those wires and boards back
together after trying to fix another problem.  Can anyone tell me how these
displays work?  I'd like to be sure that it is bad before ordering another one,
assuming that I can still get another one.  I'd also like to fill that hole in
my electronics knowledge.  

-- 
				Rob Frohne

				E. F. Cross School of Engineering
				Walla Walla College
				204 S. College Ave.
				College Place, WA 99324
				(509) 527-2075
				frohro@wwc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 1993 11:17:50 -0400
From: digex.com!digex.net!not-for-mail@uunet.uu.net
Subject: Looking for ANTENNA for SONY ICS 2001-D Longwave AMFM Radio
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

Newsgroups: rec.radio.info
Subject: Looking for Antenna for SONY ICS 2001-D AMFM Longwave Radio
Summary: 
Expires: 
Sender: 
Followup-To: 
Distribution: 
Organization: DIVERSIFIED ETC. P.O. BOX 952 Greenbelt, MD 20770 USA
Keywords: 


Looking for Outdoor antennea for SONY ICS 2001-D AMFM Longwave radio
that operates in frequencies between 30-30,000

Do not know where to begin, helping friend as I have access to Inet.

thanks, ERIC SEAN WEBBER    ewebber@access.digex.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 1993 20:22:46 GMT
From: usc!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!moe.ksu.ksu.edu!crcnis1.unl.edu!mcduffie@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: Looking for non-nicad!
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu



------------------------------

Date: 2 May 93 15:01:10
From: usc!howland.reston.ans.net!agate!headwall.Stanford.EDU!nntp.Stanford.EDU!36.21.0.147!bencze@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: MODS.. What is the FTP id
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

>> On Sat, 1 May 1993 18:56:03 GMT, tarjan@iastate.edu (The Mad god!) said:

> Where can I ftp for mods.. (esp on a Yaesu...)
> tarjan@iastate.edu

Try atlas.eetech.mcgill.ca in /pub/ham-radio/mods

-Bill, KD6TOB

--
 Bill Bencze                               bencze@isl.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 93 22:45:28 GMT
From: news-mail-gateway@ucsd.edu
Subject: NEW HAMS/NO-CODES to the RESCUE
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

Date:         Sun, 02 May 93 18:35:40 EDT
From: WRIGHT@morekypr.bitnet
Subject:      NEW HAMS/NO-CODES to the RESCUE
To: INFO-HAMS@UCSD.EDU

Date:         Sun, 02 May 93 18:24:24 EST
From: wright@MOREKYPR.BITNET%UKCC.UKY.EDU
Subject:      New Hams/No-Code to the RESCUE
To: Info-Hams%UCSD.EDU@Sdsc.Edu

>Info-Hams Digest            Mon, 19 Apr 93       Volume 93 : Issue  481
>Today's Topics:
>                 New hams and no-codes come to rescue
>------------------------------
>Date: Mon, 19 Apr 1993 15:30:00 GMT
>From: usc!howland.reston.ans.net!bogus.sura.net!darwin.sura.net!martha.utcc.utk
>edu!utkvx.utk.edu!pratt@network.UCSD.EDU
>Subject: New hams and no-codes come to rescue
>To: info-hams@ucsd.edu
>
>It was reported in the RACK (Radio Amateur Club of Knoxville, TN) that during
>the Blizzard of '93 (the snowstorm last month that halted the entire eastern
>U.S.) most all of the amateur radio help came from new hams, most of whom were
>no-coders.  During the storm, the Knox county emergency communications radio
>trunking system went out due to a power outage to the control repeater.  So,
>amateur radio volunteers with mobiles and HTs came to the rescue to ride along
>with ambulance and police patrols to keep in contact with E-911.
>
>Without these amateurs, it would have been a disastrous situation.  Thus, the
>no-coders showed their true spirit of dedication to the hobby of ham radio.
>
>Think about that the next time you want to flame no-coders
>
>Mark
>waiting to get a no-code call
>------------------------------
THANK YOU MARK.

Now for you NO_CODE bashers:  STICK THAT IN YOUR PIPE AND SMOKE IT!!!!!

Tim Wright  KD4OVM

         WRIGHT@morekypr.BITNET@UKCC.UKY.EDU

BITNET:  Wright@morekypr.BITNET   Try this one if the other bounces

PACKET:  KD4OVM@N0ARY.#NOCAL.CA.USA.NA

MAIL BOUNCED TWICE TO THE LIST...........

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 02 May 93 10:37:10 EDT
From: swrinde!cs.utexas.edu!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!malgudi.oar.net!wariat.org!wariat.org!dreaml!jga@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: PL tones Alpha designations?
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

Does somebody have the list of the Alphanumeric designations for the
standard PL tones.. Like 2Z is 110.9, etc.. Please send it in email.
Thanks.

-j


--
|   |  |  |   -Jon Anhold N8USK- @ Dreamland Network Systems
+-*-+--+--+   (dreaml!jga) (jga@dreaml.wariat.org) AMPR: N8USK @ NO8M
| # |  |  |  <"Wouldn't it be great if George Bush booby trapped the White>
  #          <           House like the kid in Home Alone 2?"             >

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 2 May 1993 21:26:56 GMT
From: swrinde!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!saimiri.primate.wisc.edu!usenet.coe.montana.edu!netnews.nwnet.net!saturn.wwc.edu!saturn.wwc.edu!frohro@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: R2 DC rcvr kit catalog
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

I am another one who ordered a R2 receiver circuit board back in December.  I
haven't sent any follow up letters yet.  It is kind of interesting that I'm
not the only one in this situation.  Rick needs to take some time from writing
up his latest results to fulfill his commitments.
-- 
				Rob Frohne

				E. F. Cross School of Engineering
				Walla Walla College
				204 S. College Ave.
				College Place, WA 99324
				(509) 527-2075
				frohro@wwc.edu

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 2 May 1993 19:39:45 GMT
From: usc!cs.utexas.edu!csc.ti.com!tilde.csc.ti.com!fstop.csc.ti.com!linnig@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: Sueing Jammers (Was: Re: "Busting" Jammers)
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

How is Suing a Jammer technically different from suing someone over a barking
dog?  People file such suits all the time.  

If nothing else you should be able to get a restraining order from the judge to
prevent the jammer from repeating his/her acts.  While getting $10,000 from the
jammers wallet may be very satisfying, getting them to stop is what you are
really after.

Sound reasonable?

--
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - +
Mike Linnig, Texas Instruments Inc. | 97.43% of all statistics are made |
Phone: (214) 575-3597  CALL: N5QAW  | up; most of them (83.6 percent)   |
Internet: mike.linnig@dseg.ti.com   | are wrong.                        |
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 93 11:30:12 CST
From: usc!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!moe.ksu.ksu.edu!kuhub.cc.ukans.edu!baxter@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: W2A receiver modification
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

In article <1993May1.155436.1@vaxc.stevens-tech.edu>, u95_dgold@vaxc.stevens-tech.edu writes:
> I've heard of a mod to increase the UHF out of band receive sensitivity of the
> W2A.  Could anyone please send me or post more information about this.
> 
> dave
> N2MXX

Dave,
   The mod actually changes the way the UHF receiver switches front-ends. 
There is a front end section for the ham band with good filtering for the
440-450 range.  When you tune out of band, there is a switching network
that bypasses this tuned front end and gives you a very broad banded front
end.  In my area (Kansas City), when the receiver was tuned out of band
and the broad band front end was activated, the unit acted very poorly 
bacause of all the RF it was seeing at once.  I was getting cellular 
calls in the 450.050 range, and senitivity appeared to drop.  
 
   Icom FAXed by a mod sheet, which involved cutting a trace on the UHF
receive board and soldering a diode in place.  This mod basically keeps the
tuned ham receive section on at all times.  If you're not wanting to receive
too far off the ham bands (like up to 460) this greatly improves the
selectivity of the receive section.
 
   Due to the drawings necessary to show where to cut the trace, the mod
isn't reproducable here on the net.  Just give Icom a call and they should
be able to FAX it to you too.  By the way, I didn't even attempt the mod
myself.  I gave the stuff to  a guy who does two-way work for a living and is
used to this surface mount work.
 
Kirk Baxter, N0FPZ

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 2 May 1993 06:35:30 GMT
From: swrinde!cs.utexas.edu!csc.ti.com!tilde.csc.ti.com!m2.dseg.ti.com!ernest!cmptrc!carter@network.UCSD.EDU
Subject: Weather Service spotter?
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

In article <1993Apr27.001042.1@vaxc.stevens-tech.edu> u96_sarmstro@vaxc.stevens-tech.edu writes:
>
>	I was wondering if anybody out there knows the procedure for
>becoming a National Weather Service Skywatch/Skywarn Spotter. I just
>passed my tests (Technician-No code) and am interested in joining.

First off, congratulations!  I hope you'll get as much enjoyment out of
ham radio as I have, Scott!

Unfortunately, the answer to your question is going to vary from place to
place.  But usually it consists of attending a one-day or one-evening
class in sever weather recognition and reporting.  Depending on the
population and interest in your area, these are fairly often or can be
found if you're willing to drive to a larger city.

The best way to get hooked up is to contact your local club, if there is
one, and speak with the club Emergency Coordinator.  These folks usually
know the people (or may actually _be_ the people) who coordinate hams with
the weather service and emergency response organizations for your area.
Ususally, all you have to say is that you're interested!

If there's not a club in your area, you may want to contact the ARRL
Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC) for your area.  They will be more than
happy to hook you up with the right folks!  You can locate your SEC by
checking a current issue of QST.

I've been hooked up with the emergency groups in three different
metropolitan areas, and no two have been organized the same.  But they
were all structured in a fashion that well-suited the communities they
worked in.  For weather spotting, the "lie of the land" has a lot to do
with that.

Again, congratulations Scott!  And thanks for taking an interest in
weather spotting.  It's probably one of our most-visible public service
functions.

Cheerio!
-- 
Carter R. Bennett, Jr. - Scientist | "Oh my God!  I _AM_ a nerd!!!"
carter@scilab.lonestar.org - home  | - C. Bennett, Sept 25, 1992, after
carter@cmptrc.lonestar.org - work  | realizing he had been talking about
KI5SR          | "market availability of preconfigured Toll-House cookies."
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